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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 
December 13, 2001. The time is 3:48 p.m. I'm 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion, 


New York City Fire Department. 


QO. I'm conducting an interview with -- 

A. Kevin McCabe, Ladder 122. 

Q. This is in regards to the events of September 
11, 2001. If you would, Kevin, in your own words, just 


tell us what happened on that date? 


A. I was coming to work that morning. Soon 


after we heard either a second or third alarm 


transmitted in the Borough of Manhattan. Somebody said 


the Trade Center was hit by a plane. At the time that 


didn't make sense to me. I'm thinking what do you mean 


got hit by a plane. I'm thinking a small commuter 


plane or something of that nature. 


I remember going up to the house watch, 


seeing it on TV, seeing the smoke issue from what 


turned out to be the north tower, thinking to myself 


and the guys, we are going to be going to that. A few 


of the guys, we went up to the roof of the building, 


where we have an unobstructed view of the city. It was 


a crystal clear day. There I was thinking oh, my god, 


we are going to go to that. 
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Came downstairs, I had already taken my gear 


out, but now it was a question of are we going to get a 


ticket for that and sure enough about, I think it was 


8:54, we got a ticket that we were going to respond in 


to the Brooklyn side of the Battery Tunnel. Some 


street there. I don't know the name of it. 


I remember getting on the rig, got everybody 
together, we took off. I was driving that day. I 


remember making the turn off 7th Avenue on to 9th 


Street. 132 was coming down 9th Street and we met them 
at the corner and they followed us down to the initial 


staging area, which was right on the Brooklyn side of 


the tunnel. 
I remember pulling up there by the tunnel and 
seeing a bunch of units off to the side. We stopped 


the rig. I remember seeing 105 was there, just from 


remembering the ticket. There was probably like 10 


companies there, a lot of traffic. The guys got off 


the rig so they could go walk to the side rails so they 


could still see what was going on. Being on the rig, I 


didn't have any TV screen, so a lot of the stuff that I 


xperienced early on that day didn't make sense, 


because I think I remember hearing somebody say soon 


after that the other building got hit. 
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Around that time the teleprinter on the rig, 


the MDT, we got another ticket that told us to respond 


into the Trade Center. I remember driving through the 


tunnel. Both tunnels had been shut down. They were 
just opening up traffic so all the apparatus could get 
through. 

We ended up going through the left tube, the 
left lane, which was Brooklyn bound, but they had 


stopped all the traffic. We were going through the 


q 


tunnel. There was at least an Engine Company in front 


of us and an Engine Company behind us, but I couldn't 
see anything more. 


As we were going through the tunnel, I 


remember hearing I knew the voice, Captain Vinnie 
Brunton saying -- he was trying to call somebody saying 
they are getting a report that there is a bomb in the 
building, which again didn't make total sense to me 
because you got some information from people or you 


just heard like the other building got hit. What do 


you mean, the building got hit. I'm thinking this 
whole time that it was an accident, so far it was an 
accident, buildings got hit. 


I remember going through the tunnel. Our 


procession, the lane that we went through came to what 
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seemed to be at least a solid 5 to 10 minute stop. We 
didn't know what was going on. As it turned out, a car 
that was Brooklyn bound had gotten two flat tires, so 


they had to move some cars out of Manhattan bound 


traffic in that tube just so we could get around them. 
I remember driving past and looking down and seeing the 
guy's car had two flat tires on the drivers side, which 


I would imagine whoever went through the other tunnel, 


they actually got through the tunnel a little faster. 


Anyway, we come out of the tunnel. I 


remember as we got up on West Street and we are heading 
north on West Street. I'm looking ahead. I remember 
kind of leaning forward and looking up and seeing the 
smoke in the buildings. I remember seeing what to me 


looked like road kill in the street. I'm thinking what 


the hell is that over there, not really knowing what it 


was, you know, driving around, there was some debris in 


the street. There were people directing traffic. 


I remember at one point seeing what looked 


like a piece of an airplane. Now at the time when I 


saw it, I'm thinking oh, that's part of the airplane. 


But I'm still thinking a much smaller plane. I also 


see some of this -- what I was thinking at the time 


looked like road kill, but I remember one time slowing 
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down and leaning up on the steering wheel to look down, 
and it was an intestine. Clearly that's definitely 


what I saw. Talking to the guys later on, they saw 


lots of other carnage that was on the street, but I'm 
trying to drive the rig 


As we passed the Liberty Street walkway 


bridge, we were now looking to try to find a spot on 


either side of the street, but there was really nowhere 


for me to tuck the rig in. It seemed like there wer 


tons of units there already. We ended up going north 


of the Vesey Street walkway bridge, and we ended up 


pulling off to the left-hand side of the street 


somewhere, you know, a block or two or some distance 


past the Vesey Street walkway. 


From there we got off the rig. We got all 


our gear together and we made it a point to -- I said, 


listen, let's make a point not to get separated. I 


remember the boss telling the guys, something to the 


effect that this is going to be a bad day. It was just 


not going to be a good day. 


So as we were walking back, headed back to 


the command post, which was set up I believe it was 


on the west side of West Street, I guess the American 
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Express building was behind us and we were looking 
directly at the north tower. From there you could see 


that building, the Marriott Hotel was to the right, the 


south tower was behind the Marriott. 

I remember looking up, watching, there was 
smoke pushing from both buildings, but at this time 
when, you know, I know you are hearing bits and pieces 
of information but you don't have time to discuss it, 
get all the facts, like two commercial air liners hit 


the building. 


t 
H 


I don't think I was fully aware of that. 


think it was half of -—- this is unbelievable what we 


are watching. A little bit of excitement too, like 


wow, we are going to be —~ 
D2 22 probably in the 


command post for probably not more than 5 minutes, 


maybe a little more. I don't really remember th xact 


time frame, but I remember while we stood there in 


these two driveways, looking up at the north tower, and 


seeing debris coming down and I remember as the debris 


got closer to the ground, you realized that it was 


people, because then you started seeing arms and legs 


and that was, I guess, like watching a train wreck. 
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You just had to watch. You just couldn't believe what 
you were watching. 

I remember seeing probably from that time 
frame, 8 to 12 people, where you would have one person 
coming down, there was a second and a third person on 
their way down, I just remember it was like cannon 


balls hitting the ground, boom. Most of them were 


landing up on I guess there was somewhat of a set back 


on the front of the building, where they weren't 


landing on the street, because it was, I guess some 


sort of a set back. They were landing there. 


I remember one person actually hitting a 


piece of structural steel over a glass canopy and that 


just disintegrated. Just the most horrific thing I 
ever saw. But like I said. You watched it in somewhat 


disbelief, but you just -- I can't believe what I'm 


watching. I remember the reaction of the guys behind 


me. Like oh, my god, they are jumping, they are 
jumping. And somebody saying turn around, don't watch 
it. I remember just saying, you know, I don't need to 
watch that, turning my face away and you just hear the 
pounding, like boom, it was just tremendously loud, 
like taking a bag of concrete and throwing it ina 


closed courtyard. Just a loud echo, just boom, boom. 


sta 


Bat 


Anyway, 


the tunnel with 105, 


tioned. 
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t remember exactly who was in 


the command post with us, but I know we went through 


132, because we were all 


Actually I remember vaguely seeing the 48 


talion on the Brooklyn side. All these companies I 


remember seeing on the Brooklyn side. I remember 


seeing 105's rig, 


command post. 


because they got a spot closer to the 


They actually I think were parked 


actually just north of the Vesey Street walkway or very 


close to it. 


I remember seeing that. 


We ended up getting our assignment. We were 


going to go into the south tower. With that, we 


sta 


go 


rd 


s 


traigh 


people that 


t were coming 


Liberty St 


reet and kind 


the walkway bridge. As 


were still more or less 


walkway, 


and I know 131, 


ted heading south along West Street and we didn't 


t across because with all the debris and 


down, we headed over towards 
of took some head cover from 


we crossed over West Street we 


under the Liberty Street 


they were behind us, because 


when we ended up going in the hotel they were right 


behind us, 


four or five, 


but we were all going in groups of three or 


like looking up to make sure it was clear 


and then running diagonally across the street and then 


entering I guess through the restaurant portion of the 


10 
K. McCABI 


Gl 


of the hotel, which is right on the corner of Liberty 


and West. 

We went inside probably 60 or 80 feet and 
then we came to a stop because there were units in 
front of us who had come to a stop. It was almost like 


you got the impression that you are trying to look over 


the crowd to see who was leading the procession or who 
was directing traffic ahead. But in my mind it was 


like well, as soon as the companies in front of us 


move, that's when we start to move. 


Everybody was standing fast, everybody had 


their gear. I remember civilians that were working in 


the hotel. Some woman bringing out a bottle of water, 


a big 5 gallon bottle and she was trying to pour cups. 
There was a desk off to the side. I said why don't you 
put that down on the desk there. Somebody brought out 


cases of water. I remember taking a case of water and 


walking it ahead and putting it down for some of the 


guys that were maybe 20, 30 feet ahead of us. 


I don't remember seeing head pieces of the 
guys in front of us, but some of the guys that we were 
with, one of the guys who actually spent a year in 105, 
said he saw 105, they were just some distance in front 


of us, where you could still see them, but they were 
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also standing fast like I said. You weren't moving 
because there were guys in front. You just assumed 


that they were going in the same place. You didn't 
make a push to go through the crowd. 


Sometime after that, we were probably there 


for another say, 7, 8 minutes, then there was talk in 
the group with us and 131 and whoever the company was 
in front of -- I don't remember, but saying, I don't 
know if we are in the right place. 

I remember walking. Now at this point I had 
taken off my turn out coat and my mask and laid it down 


I figured because I'm sweating my nuts off at this 


point. I said when they start moving, we will grab our 


gear. We will go through. Somebody also said it's 


like an hour walk to 70. We just figured like, wow, we 


were going to be going up to just try to evacuate some 
people. 
I remember walking straight ahead more 


towards the front of the lobby of the Marriott and I 


grabbed the maintenance guy and I asked him where are 


we right now. He said you guys are in like the 


restaurant or bar area of the hotel, which was where we 
were standing, but the actual physical bar restaurant 


would be between a wall. We were in an area that was 
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probably like 20 feet wide. To our left would be West 


Street, straight ahead would be the north tower. To 


the right the south tower. Behind us was the door that 


we came in. I guess we were in like a corridor that 


would take you to the lobby and through the wall that 


was to our immediate right, the restaurant bar area was 


directly behind that and the doorway to get in there 


was more or less the doorway that we came in, if you 


made a sharp right, that would take you into the 
restaurant bar area. 


He told us where we were and I asked the guy 


how do we get to the south tower. He said go straight 
through the lobby more or less. He said you go through 
those double doors and you make a right and it will 


take you back to the south tower. I remember asking 


him, are we going to be inside the whole time. He said 
yes, there is like a tunnel or some overhead that you 
won't be exposing yourself to debris that's falling 
down. 

I remember telling our Lieutenant and the 
boss of 131, I said Lou, we are not in the right 


place. We have to go through this crowd. We have to 


go through those doors. With that we put our gear on 


and two of our guys had gone to the bathroom. You turn 
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back, where are they? They went into the bathroom, 


which was actually in the bar restaurant there. They 


said that when they were in the bathroom there was a 


ton of guys in there. Some guys who have heard this 


story thought I can't believe they went to the 


bathroom, but you were standing fast. You were more or 
less staging. There was nobody going anywhere. 


Once they came out, we said we are not in the 


right place. It was only a matter of a minute when 


they showed up saying we are not in the right place, 
get your gear, we are going through. Shortly after 
they came out and got their gear on, we were ready to 
go straight ahead, you heard a roar, some sort of a 
vibration, like a vrr vrr vrr, getting louder and 
louder. 

My first thought to myself, I live down in 
Rockaway so I have heard planes coming overhead for 
years. It sounded like a plane getting closer and 
louder and louder and next thing you know, you felt the 


building shook. At that moment, it was I think every 


man for themselves. I think I might have heard 
somebody say it's coming down or something. 


But at the time I was facing straight, which 


I was facing north in the hotel lobby. To my left was 
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West Street and I remember thinking to myself I'm going 


to head towards that perimeter wall and there was a 


desk somewhat behind me. I remember diving to my left 


and back between the perimeter wall and a desk. I 
remember hearing crashing coming down. 

There was dust starting to blow in, because I 
remember starting to feel stuff in my mouth. Trying to 


spit that out and I remember having problems breathing, 


because there was just so much crap blowing into my 


S 


face. I remember just lying there on the floor 


thinking I can't breathe too well right now because I 
got all this crap in my mouth and I'm just waiting for 
something to fall on me and then I'm just going to sit 


here and I'm going to suffocate. 


Once all the crashings, you know -- after 


that went silent, I could hear guys behind me inside 


the doorway where we had just come in. I guess there 
was some sort of a fire gate or something or a security 


gate, I'm not sure. That had somewhat come down and 


closed and it was only open like 3, 4, feet. There was 


a bunch of guys that were trying to lift it up. I 


remember getting up. I still -- I had my mask on at 


this point, because just when we were getting ready to 


go, I had all the gear on, I had a Halligan, an axe, my 
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mask, getting ready to parade straight ahead. 
I remember turning my light on and looking. 
It was pitch black. You had a haze of dust looking 


around for the guys that I was just standing with. I 


was able to finally Lieutenant McLetchie and John 


Leanza. At this point we were missing 3 guys. 
Vitiello, Koyles and Kasey were not there. It was just 


like, where are they? 


I remember walking around and just kind of 


doing a quick look around trying to look through the 


dust and the darkness. Looking straight ahead I could 


see that it was pretty much from what I remember sealed 


off. That part of the lobby was now blocked with 


whatever. Talking to Kasey, not Kasey, Leanza and 
McLetchie, I said I don't know where Dave and the other 
guys are. 

So I remember walking back towards the guys 


that were lifting the gate up and they were trying to 


lift it up, but it was open like 3, 4, maybe 5 feet. I 


remember going back and grabbing like a podium and 


wedging it there. That way the gate wouldn't come down 
any further. I was able to walk out the same door that 
we had walked into. At this point, I still don't know 


the south tower came down. I'm convinced that up until 
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that afternoon I was saying I was in the hotel when it 


got hit by a plane. 


I remember going outside. 


N 


ow to my left 


down Liberty Street in the direction of 10 house, I 


remember seeing parked cars that were on the same side 


of the street as us and 


probably just higher than 


they were covered in rubble, 


their front ends, because I 


could just still make out their flashing headlights 


with the alarms going off. 


I remember loo 


king south on West Street, 


past, on the side of the Liberty Street walkway bridge 


where Ladder 113's rig was. 


I remember that was a ball 


of fire. I didn't know it was 113's rig at the time. 


I remember there was a ball of fire over there and I 


was like wow, what's bu 


There was an 


outside the hotel wher 


rning over t 


Engine Compa 


we walked i 


to a hydrant and hooked up to the st 


remember what engine it 


another guy, a fireman, 


was, but I 


Ny 


nere. 


ny hooked up right 


I guess hooked up 


tand pipe. I don't 


member there was 


he had blood 


was trying to force open some of the 


compartments on the rig 


I tried to give him a hand, 


them. I remember ther 


° 


n his face and he 


- I guess EMS 


we couldn't force 


was other debris burning in the 


area of 


mats that 
moving. 


the doorw 


other guy off the engine. 


you had to climb over some debris and kind of 


out. Lik 


I said, 


there was a mess out 


people. 
this stuf 
what happ 


think of 


the doorway. 


t you would hang on an elevator 


One of t 


ay. so 


e it was 


But the 


I still didn't 


Like I s 


f, it wa 


ened, I 


it, the 


Street. 
climbing 


operated, 


out of th 


It was 


overa 


I don't 


li 
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I remember it was one of those 


when you were 


hose was a piece of that burning by 


I remember getting the can with this 


I remember to get it off, 


force it 
kind of wedged in there. 


re was a lot of debris on it, but like 


know what had happened. I knew 


there. There wasn't a lot of 


aid it didn't make sense. A lot o 


s later in the day when I found out 


remembered. I was like yes, come 1 


e wasn't a lot of activity on West 


ke a white powder. I don't remember 


t of debris, but me and this guy, we 


know, maybe 10, 15 minutes. 


In tha 


e hotel. 


time, McLetchie and John Leanza came 


We had a little meeting I guess in 


the str 


b 


t 


n th 


and the e 
They said 
Now I'mn 


of 58 


Eng 


CW 


ntrance 


they ha 
ot 


sure 


i 


ne they had trapped. 


Liberty Street walkway bridge 


to the hotel wher 


we had gone in. 


da guy trapped. It's been a while. 


if it was the boss of 55 or the boss 


I guess he identified 
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himself. They said we needed some other guys to get 
him out. 


With that, some other guys came out from the 


direction of Liberty Street walkway bridge. I believe 
it turned out to be 113. We had a little meeting. 

They were saying we got a guy trapped somewhere in the 
hotel in the direction more towards the lobby area. I 


remember the boss telling me and Johnny C, go in with 


them and try to get him out. I told the boss why don't 
you go back because you know where he is. I'm going to 


head back to the rig, because that was one of the 


things we said, if we get separated at any time, that's 


going to be our meeting, go back to the rig. 


Just backtracking, when we were still in the 


hotel, I remember I was able to get in touch with Dave 


Koyles. I was able to get him on the radio. I got his 
voice, but what we didn't do is -- I don't remember 


there being a lot of radio traffic, but there was 


enough where I couldn't get a conversation out of him. 


I couldn't -- he didn't -- I couldn't get enough 


information for him to tell me where he was, or for him 


to tell me that the other two guys that we were missing 


were with him. So I had radio contact with him at that 


point so I knew he was alive, but I didn't have any 


K. 


contact with 


think he had the roof. 


Now after worki 


Company, 


Street. There were 3 


were stuck in the ground 


pictures. I remember 


at those and thinking 
me. 


With that I 


Marriott Hotel, 


the can man, 


I remember walki 


and my first 
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and I think it was Dave, I 


ng with the guy on this Engine 


ng, I was now up on West 


of those big pieces of steel that 


that you see in all the 
wal 


king around that and looking 


if they fall over they can reach 


saw in the background was the 


thought was that looks 


like the Oklahoma City building, 


whole middle of it just seemed li 


Somewhere right around 


Mayday. I heard a Mayday transmi 


Mayday, Ladder 4 with a Mayday. 


The Mayday came again. I answere 


with your Mayday. He 


unconscious. I don't know where 


name, it was Mike Brennan, becaus 


last known location. He said he 


knocked unconscious but he was tr 


I don't even know what 


that. I remember just looking ar 


said I'm trapped. 


because I remember 1 


ke it was carved out. 


that time I gota 


Mayday, Mayday, 


Nobody answered it. 
dit. I said go ahead 
I was knocked 
I am. He gave me his 
e I said what was your 
didn't know. He was 

apped. 


I said to him after 


ound thinking I got 2 
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or 3 guys missing. I don't know even know where to 
begin. There was just nobody around. I just felt 


helpless at that point. You think that's one of the 


things I should not think about now and again, but, I 


started to walk north along West Street heading back to 


the rig. I figured at some point when I see a Chief or 


I will tell somebody that I got a Mayday from a guy. 


Like I said, I had no clue where the guy 
was. I kept walking. Thinking back, it was white 
powder. I don't remember climbing over mountains of 


debris, but I remember, I guess, stepping over stuff. 


I got back, I passed the north tower. I got to the 
Vesey Street walkway. I passed that, I got to our rig, 
which was again, I don't remember exactly how far, but 
it was some distance past. 

I got to the rig, the guys weren't there. 


Also with this, back at the hotel, McLetchie, Leanza 


and the guys from 113, they ended up going back into 


the hotel to try to get -- I think it was either the 


boss of 58 Engine or 55. I have to ask them. I don't 
remember now. 


So they are in there, I go back to the rig. 


They are not our guys aren't there. So I continue 


walking north, because I think I see guys in the 
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distance. I guess I remember seeing guys. So I start 
walking, but I also remember seeing just like a few 
straggler firemen walking, but nobody is coming 
together and saying we got to do this, because I think 
I was half shell shocked and I guess a lot of other 
people were. 

Shortly after as I'm walking, you hear 
another loud boom. I hear guys behind me, I guess I 
hear some commotion behind me and I turn around and I 
see guys running towards me. Again I think I hear 


somebody say it's coming down. I remember turning, 


looking and looking up and seeing the dust cloud 


opening up overhead. 


With that I got that sick feeling. I am just 


like all the wind is out of you. Saying like holy 


shit. Throw the Halligan down that I had in my hand 
and I start running as fast as I can heading north. 
I'm reaching for the shoulder straps. I'm thinking I 


t have much time here. I'm going to have to take 


shelter. I'm passing rigs, I'm passing cars. I got 
the waist strap undone. 

Now I'm just running. I just have my helmet 
and my bunker gear. I passed a police car I think it 


was. I duck in behind the back of the police car. I'm 
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thinking to myself, don't climb under the car because 


when it gets hit the car is going to lurch. I don't 


want it landing on my back. I just got on my hands and 


knees against the back of the car, just put my head 


down. More or less waited to get crushed again. 


Then it was silent. Then you just heard, 


crrrrrrr, just a rush of wind getting louder and louder 


and everything is just blowing in. Now you got hit 
with the dust again, just a lot worse than it was 
inside, because now there was I guess, there was 
nothing really protecting you from the dust, but I 


remember that blowing like halfway down your throat to 


the point where you are really gagging on it. But I'm 


still waiting for heavier pieces of debris to start 


falling around me, which didn't happen,. 
Now it goes pitch black. I remember hearing 


someone, I guess it would be to my left, saying help 


me, help me, I don't know who it was, I didn't really 


find that person. I remember standing up again, it's 
pitch black. It's like I don't even know -- I know 


something fell down, but I still don't know the 


building completely fell down. I guess at that time 


I'm thinking maybe a portion of the top fell down. 


When I got up, I continued walking north. I 
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guess I ended up on Chambers Street, so I was walking 
in that direction and I think it was at that time, I 


remember helping an EMS worker put one of their 


personnel on one of the carry chairs. They needed a 
hand carrying her. I remember walking and stepping 
over some debris, you know, to kind of help walk. I 


remember feeling exhausted. 


Somebody else walked up and I remember only 
carrying this person for not too long, grabbing someone 


and saying, you got to help her. I got to go -- at 


that point I was thinking I got to see if I can find 


he guys I'm with. At that point I'm thinking I'm the 


ct 


only guy from the company going home. Because I know 


the other two guys were in the hotel. Two guys, I 


don't know where they were, one guy I had radio contact 


briefly before the second one came down. 

I ended up getting up to Chambers Street, 
still not being fully aware of what was going on. I 
remember telling guys I was in the hotel when a plane 
hit. Within the next hour or so, the irons man, 


Leanza, and McLetchie, I got them on the radio. I got 


Koyles, the first guy I had gotten radio contact with 


after the first building came down. I had him on the 


radio. But two of the other guys were still no contact 
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with them. 
I guess within the next 4 hours, we accounted 


for all the guys. One guy ended up after the first 


building came down, Kasey ended up getting on a boat 


and going to a Jersey hospital. Dave Vitiello, he 


ended up making his way up to Chambers and West Street 
so everybody was together. I remember sitting there 


talking and when I said to somebody that I was in the 


hotel when a plane hit, he said what do you mean the 


plane hit. He goes both buildings had been hit 


already. I said what do you mean. I said what noise 
were we hearing. What we heard was the noise of that 
south tower coming down. 


At that point we had gotten word that all our 


guys were accounted for. We started hearing stories 


that some guys were missing. Now before we got 


verification that Kasey was in the hospital, I remember 


telling the boss -- now this was probably, I don't know 


if it was an hour or two later, I said I'm going to 
take a walk back over to where we were. 
But at this point I guess I was kind of gun 


shy from walking down West Street. I said I'm going to 


walk down along the water and then I'm going to come up 


like Liberty and see if I can see anything. 


I remember when I came up 


street, 


definitely didn't see 


building came down, 


steel. 


Truck flipped on its side, 
walking across the bumper of a 


there were guys that 


make it. 
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t magnitude a 


C now 
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walking 


there was jus 


kind of twisted. 


TAC unit, 


TAC, whoa 
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tha 


fter the first 


t mountains of 


I remember seeing what turned out to be 10 


I remember 
thinking that 
ctually didn't 


umper of one 


climbing up on some steel and just 


figuring that if Kasey was around maybe I would see 


him. 


I ran into some guys from other 


that I knew. 
had seen of 


just one port 


What was left of the ho 


tion, 


side still st 


west side of 


hotel. I 


tanding, 


Wes 
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using to try to get the boss out, I think it was 58, 


but whatever, they ran out of -- the battery power went 


dead so they went looking 


for a generator. They said 


when they came out, they were now between the hotel and 


the Liberty Street walkway when the north tower came 


down. They ended up running over to the base of the 


pedestrian walkway and they took shelter at the base of 


one of those columns. Fortunately they survived also. 


After that I ended up going back over to like 


Chambers and West. Stayed there for the next couple of 


hours, wanting to do something, but it was just -- at 


this point my eyes were s 


Probably around 8 o'clock 


tarting to bother me. 


that night I guess it was, 


8:30, me, McLetchie, and I'm not sure who else, a few 


of us ended up taking a ride to the hospital, because 


that afternoon I remember 


I had my eyes flushed like 


three or four times at the Stuyvesant High School and 


then ended up going to the hospital to have them 


checked again, where I had my eyes flushed again. 


I remember Gregg McLetchie, he had a bump on 


his head attended to, went to Bellevue Hospital, ended 


up coming back to quarters probably about 11, 11:30. 


For the first time saw it 


hitting the buildings and 


on TV, the actual planes 


actually seeing them collapse 
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to the point where they just completely pancaked. I 


said like -- I couldn't believe that the buildings came 


down, because I remember sitting there in the afternoon 


looking up at the smoke telling people what's left of 


the buildings must be up in the smoke, because I don't 
see anything. 
Then some other things made sense. Like when 


I came out of the hotel, now I realize why it seemed 


like it was so quiet, because nobody was left there. 


Anybody that was in the command post I guess they got 


blown down the driveways and they probably hadn't 
dusted themselves off yet. 
The piece of airplane that I originally saw 


coming out of the tunnel, now it made sense. At the 


time it didn't make sense, but that piece of an 


airplane was way too big for the type of plane that I 


envisioned hitting this building. It's like -- you 
know, it's a jumbo jet. Come to think of it, that 
piece of plane looked like it crushed half that car and 


I remember that first piece of intestine that I saw, I 


was thinking at that moment that must be the pilot of 
the plane. 
Then I find out it's all this and I realize 


oh, my god, all these people got thrown out of the 
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building and the noise I heard was the sound of the 


tower coming down and the other building was coming 


down. I think that was pretty much my day. 


BATTALION CHI! 


ea 
Wy 
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Gq 


RNS: Okay Kevin, thanks 


for the interview, the time is 4:21 p.m. 


